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Jerome Center

To Be Closed

i|In June

ANNOUNCEMENT MADE BY
SECRETARY OF INTERIOR H.
L. ICKES. FUTURE UBE OF
FACILITIES NOT ENOWN.

The Jerome Relocation Center
eouth of town which now houses
approximately 6,600 persons of
Japanese descent will be closed a-
bout June 30, according to an an-
councement made Tuesday by Sec-
retary of Interlor’ Ickes.

Bullt at a cost of more than
three million dollars, the center
was opened in October, 1042,

It has been operated by a staff
of appointed personnel under the
War Relocation Authority and a
detachment of Military Police has
been on guard duty since the first
evacuees artived.

By y  Ickes'
that the center would be closed did
not indleate what the center might
be used for after the evacuces are
moved to other centers.

The Interlor Department’s an-
nouncement follows:

“Plans of the War Relocation
Authority for the closing of the
Jerome Relocation Center near Je
rome ,Arkansas, were announced
today by Becretary of the Interior,
Harold U. Ickes.

“The Jerome Center, one of the
iwo in the Mississippl Delta Re-
glon of Arkansas where persons of
Jnpanese descent evacuated from
from the Pacific coast are living,
will be closed in June.

Eeconomy Of Operation Cause

B of 1

the move to close the center, the
Secretary said, as the 02,000 people
remaining in WRA centers can be
cared for more economically ln nine
centers than in ten.

“It has been the Intention to
close a center as soon as the re-
12 far
enough to make space avallable in
other centers to accomodate the
people who will have to be moved,”
bhe sald. “The 18,000 persons who
have left the centers under the re-
location program now make it pos-
sible to absorb the residents of one
of the centers  without  undue
crowding."

“Secretary Ickes polated out that
the Jerome Center was the last to
be established, so development of
P facilities had not
ed os far as at some of the others,
its population, 6,554 as of Febru-
ary 1, is one of the smallest, and
existance of the Rohwer Reloca-
tlon Center only 36 miles away
with a capacity of nearly 2,00 ad-
ditional persons as a result of re-
location, would produce the total
amount of transportation involved
and minimize the difficuities of
moving.

Relocatlon Program To Continue

The relocation program from Je-
rome as from the eight other re-
location centers will continue dur-
ing the spring months and residents
wil Ibe given all possible assistance
o finding opportunities to restab-
lish themselves In communities out-
side the evacuated zone. The Je-
rome residents who bave not re-
located as individudls or families
before the first of June, according
to Becretary Ickes, will be moved

“|to other relocation centers, Includ-

ing Rohwer, located nearby, Gre-
nada, in Colorado, Heart Mountaln,
in Wyoming, and possible others If
more space is needed.

“The Jerome Relocation Center
was opened in October 1042, and
at the penk of its population was
temporary home for 8,672 persons
of Japanese descent. Under the re-
location program of the WRA 1.
518 persons have lg‘n the center.

Evacuee residents of the Jerome
center, under WRA guldance, have
|carried on many different types of
activity in an effort to make the
community as nearly self sufficlent
as possible. During the 1043 farm-
{ng season, according to Project
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